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John 10:11–21 

 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and 
not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I 
have received from my Father.”  

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a 
demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by 
a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

 
 

Big Idea: Love is a poetic and painful pursuit. 
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Love is a poetic and painful pursuit. Jesus’ love is poetic. His love for us is like the greatest love that 
exists—the love between God the Father and His Son. Jesus’ love is also painful. He willingly endured the 
depths of agony on the cross to forgive our sins and make us right with God. His poetic and painful love 
pursues us until he finds us. He remains focused on his mission and he will not fail in accomplishing it. 
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Small Group Study Questions 

As you reflect on the message from this week, was there anything you heard for the first time? Was there 
something said that challenged you or confused you? 

 

Getting to Know You 

1. How many popular songs can you think of that include the word “love”? Do you have a favorite? What 
do you “love” most about it? 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

Our “Big Idea” this week is love is a poetic and painful pursuit. 

2. When you consider everyday conversations, popular music and art, and culture in general, what are 
some ways people understand the meaning of the word “love”? How do those either reflect or 
contradict what you know about God’s love? 
 
 

 

John further describes the poetic and painful love of God that pursues people in 1 John 4:7–12. Read this 
passage carefully and prayerfully as you answer the following questions. 

3. Why is it impossible for someone to say they know God if their life is not characterized by love? 

 

 

 

4. How did God show his love according to verse 9? What was his purpose in showing his love in this 
way? 

 

 

 

5. According to verse 10, who loved first—God or us? In what state were we when he loved us? 
 

 

 

6. This passage teaches us that God sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins (v. 10). This means 
that God lovingly sent his Son, and Jesus willingly laid down his life as the perfect sacrifice that covers 
and forgives us so that we do not have to experience God’s righteous judgment because of our sin. 
Briefly describe how this truth demonstrates how God’s love is both poetic and painful. 
 

 



CONTRAST AND CONTROVERSY  Pastor Paul Crandell 
Series in the Book of John  Valley Bible Church, Hercules, CA 
John 10:11–21 February 28, 2021 

 3 

 

For our VBC Daily 3 devotionals in the month of March, we are using the Who’s Your One? 30 Day Prayer 
Guide to help each of us focus on one person we know who needs to be reached with the good news about 
Jesus (valleybible.org/your1). Take a few moments to go to today’s page and pray for “your one.” 

 

 

Live It Out 

7. Read 1 John 4:11 again. No greater motivation to love can be found than by looking at God’s love. 
When you consider that God’s love is a poetic and painful pursuit, how does his love motivate you to 
want to share his love with someone who needs to experience it? 
 
 

 

8. 1 John 4:12 says that no one has ever seen God, but his life and love are displayed through our love 
for others. Take time personally and with your group to pray for “your one” that they would see and 
receive God’s love in Christ and be saved. 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests 

One of the most significant ways we grow spiritually together is to pray for one another each week. Use this 
section to write down the requests of those in your group so you can remember to pray for them throughout the 
week. Remember: what is shared in your group should stay in your group. 
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